Worship Plan for Sunday, September 11, 2022
14th Sunday after Pentecost

WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed by the hearing
of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

Introduction to the day

The grumbling of the Pharisees and the scribes in today s gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus
welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God wills to seek and to save the lost is not only a holy hope,
it is our only hope. As Paul’s first letter to Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from sin to live for you alone.
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into
the fullness of Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your
Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with Christ, forgiving us + all our
trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. We who were lost have been found. Thanks be to God!
Amen.



GATHERING SONG Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807)

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

iy

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go astray. Preserve
your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things
that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14

A reading from Exodus.

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today s reading
shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the
Israelites are God's own people and boldly asks mercy for them.

"The Lorbp said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt,
have acted perversely; ‘they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have
cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”” “The Lorp said to Moses, “I have seen this
people, how stiff-necked they are. '"Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I
may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.”

'"But Moses implored the Lorp his God, and said, “O Lorp, why does your wrath burn hot against your
people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? “"Why should
the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring
disaster on your people. "Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by
your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land
that [ have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.”” '“And the LorD
changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 51:1-10
'‘Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
‘Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
‘For I know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.
‘Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
‘Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
‘Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
'Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
‘Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
"Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.
"Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.



SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17

A reading from 1 Timothy.

The letters to Timothy are called the Pastoral Epistles because they contain advice especially intended for
leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence
that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God.

“T am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful and
appointed me to his service, “even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence.
But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, “and the grace of our Lord overflowed for
me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. '“But for that very reason I
received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me
an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. '"To the King of the ages, immortal,
invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-10

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners repenting.
God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that his or her recovery brings
joy in heaven.

'Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] ’And the Pharisees and the
scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

’So he told them this parable: ““Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does
not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? "When he has
found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. “And when he comes home, he calls together his friends
and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.” "Just so, I tell
you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons
who need no repentance.

“‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the
house, and search carefully until she finds it? "When she has found it, she calls together her friends and
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” "“Just so, I tell you, there is
joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”



The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779)

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921, alt.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s good creation.

A brief silence.

Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your church with faith and love, and
give understanding hearts to those who work to strengthen our ecumenical and interreligious commitments.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. As the seasons change, renew in
us the will to protect plants, animals, and habitats. Bless us with bountiful harvests that all may share. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. Teach wisdom to our elected
leaders so that we know peace in our world, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out those who are lost or lonely, anxious
or depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness. Provide for those in any need (especially). God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, and hearts. Build up the
ministries of this community (local ministries and partnerships may be named), that we serve our neighbors
and welcome the stranger in your name. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us thankful hearts for those who have
been examples of faith in our lives, and receive us with joy when we come to share eternal life with you.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL



God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
We live by GOD’s Grace, who gives us everything and asks that we give a portion back to him. It is for the
church and its work in the community and world. There are many needs, so give to those the Holy Spirit

inspires you to support.

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of it. Accept the gifts
you have first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them the offering of our lives. Nourish
us now with the abundant life revealed to us in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

O God most mighty,

O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,

hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,

you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,
and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.
You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.
He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.



In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.]
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.]
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.]
O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.
O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song,

you show us a vision of a tree of life

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life,

the life of the Father to the Son,

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,

life in you, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.



Amen.

COMMUNION SONG
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you set us free

e - ter-nal

from guilt and
peace with God you

grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

made: give us your peace,we pray.

COMMUNION HYMN The King of Love (ELW 502)



The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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Text: Henry W. Baker, 18211877
Music: ST. COLUMBA, Irish tune




COMMUNION HYMN How Small Our Span of Life (ELW 636)

How Small Our Span of Life

e — ——
!? 7 - | | —— —  —— _{'—r—d -, a{.
I How small our span of life, O God, our years from birth till death:
2 And yet our speck of life is spanned by your in-fin - 1 - ty;
3 O Christ,you left e - ter - ni - ty to plunge in time’s swift stream,
4 We thank you, God, for kind-ling faith that lights our tran - sient years,
0 4 .
A B — | — —
G sl ol ) s e et e
M P E— — | v—o ] ] oo -
a sin - gle beat with - in the heart, the catch-ing of a breath,
our tick of time on earth is caught in your e -ter - ni - ty
to share the short-ness of our span, our mor - tal lives re - deem.
il - lu-min-ing our pil-grim-age through mists of doubt and fears;
0 u . . P~
Y& - o — ! P -
\\a 7 — — _r—r_‘_’—‘——’ L ——— i e — I
o R — | | T -
a drop with-in the o-cean’s deep, a grain up -on the shore,
While suns and stars spin end-less - ly through depths of cos-mic space,

You filled your cross-closed years with love; you

loved us

to the end

for  hope that sees a life be-yond the swift - ly pass-ing days;
0 u .
)" A} | — I I I =1 | I—
G o)l T T, e e e g
M I | P N >
a flash of light be - fore we sleep to see the sun no more.
while ae -ons roll and ag -es pass, you hold us in  your grace.
and touch us with your ris-en life that ours may time trans-cend.
for love,both hu - man and di- vine, that lifts our hearts to praise.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923

Music: KINGSFOLD, English traditional

Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and blood
of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we will
give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
Almighty God + bless you with grace, mercy and peace, now and forever. Amen.



SENDING SONG O God, My Faithful God (ELW 806)

O God, My Faithful God

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT, Ahasuerus Fritsch, 1629-1701

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live in love as Christ has loved us.

Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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I O God, my faith - ful God, t(rue foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Give me the strength to  do with read - y heart and  will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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with - out whom noth-ing s, all  per-fect gifts be - stow - ing:
what - ev - er you com-mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—
guard me, lest i - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to bear the cross when life seems dark and cheer - less;
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give me a health-y frame, and  may I have with - in
to do it when 1 ought, with  all my might—and bless
but  when, with - in  my  place, 1 must and ought to speak,
help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small,
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a con-science free from blame, a soul un-stained by sin.
what - ev - er I have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.
then to my words give grace, lest I of - fend the weak.
and, by your Spir-it’s might, to live at peace with all.
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