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WELCOME  
We welcome you to our worship service this morning.  We pray that you will leave refreshed 
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
To love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind is to reflect God’s 
mercy in responding to one’s neighbor. That mercy found its most profound expression in the 
“gospel that has come to you”—namely the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That 
gospel mercy comes to us again today: at the font, at the altar, and from the pulpit. It is very 
near to you. 
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross as the presiding minister begins. 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 



your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate (ELW 722) 
 
 
GREETING 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your loving care. Hear the cries of 
everyone in need, and turn our hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  
 
 
 



FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:9-14 
A reading from Deuteronomy. 
Moses calls the people who are about to enter the promised land to renew the covenant God 
made with their ancestors. Through this covenant God gives life and asks for obedience. God’s 
commandment is neither burdensome nor too far off, but dwells in the people’s own hearts. 

9The Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in the 
fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the Lord will 
again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your ancestors, 10when 
you obey the Lord your God by observing his commandments and decrees that are written in 
this book of the law, because you turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul. 
  11Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for you, nor is 
it too far away. 12It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up to heaven for us, and 
get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” 13Neither is it beyond the sea, that you 
should say, “Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may 
hear it and observe it?” 14No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart 
for you to observe. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 
 1To you, O Lord, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  
 
 
 



SECOND READING: Colossians 1:1-14 
A reading from Colossians. 
The letter to the Colossians was written to warn its readers of various false teachings. The first 
part of the letter is an expression of thanks for the faith, hope, and love that mark this 
community, including a prayer for strength and courage from Paul. 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
  2To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 
 
  3In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4for we 
have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5because 
of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the 
truth, the gospel 6that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole 
world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly 
comprehended the grace of God. 7This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. 
He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8and he has made known to us your love in the 
Spirit. 
  9For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking 
that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, 10so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you 
bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 11May you be made 
strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to 
endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled 
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the power of 
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



GOSPEL: Luke 10:25-37 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in obeying the greatest commandment. Jesus 
tells a parable rich in surprises: those expected to show pity display hard hearts while the 
lowly give and receive unexpected and lavish mercy. 

25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27He answered, 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You 
have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 
  29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, 
“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who 
stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was 
going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a 
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan 
while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to 
him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his 
own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two 
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will 
repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to 
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” 
Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712) 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Good and gracious God, you have placed your word of love in the heart of your church. Fill 
your church with compassion, that we bear the fruit of your healing mercy to a broken world. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You created the earth with seeds sprouting up to new life. We pray for the flourishing of fruit 
trees and orchards, vines and bushes. Prosper the work of those who plant, tend, harvest, and 
gather. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Show us your ways and teach us your paths of justice and love. Raise up community and 
national leaders to challenge and dismantle societal structures that perpetuate ethnic, racial, and 
religious profiling and discrimination. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Come near to all in need. Orchestrate kindness in the face of cruelty, hope where there is 
despair, love in the face of neglect, comfort where there is death, and healing in illness 
(especially). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Turn this community toward neighbors in need. Bring aid and support to those who are poor, 
beaten down, abused, forgotten, silenced, or avoided (local outreach ministries may be named). 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
We give thanks for the saints who revealed your love and mercy in this life. Inspired by their 
witness, strengthen us to live in hope. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God of wisdom, in your goodness you continue to raise up faithful shepherds to serve your 
Church. Direct the members of our call committee as they seek to discern, on our behalf, a new 
leader to guide us in our mission in this place, that we may move forward together in mission. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these 
spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 



And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace 
 
MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
We live by GOD’s Grace, who gives us everything and asks that we give a portion back to 
him.  It is for the church and its work in the community and world.  There are many needs, so 
give to those the Holy Spirit inspires you to support. 
 
OFFERING SONG:  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
O God most mighty, 
O God most merciful, 
O God our rock and our salvation, 
hear us as we praise, 
call us to your table, 
grant us your life. 
When the earth was a formless void, 
you formed order and beauty. 
When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 
you sent them a child; 
When the Israelites were enslaved, 
you led them to freedom. 
Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 
and the psalmists cried out for healing, 
and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 
You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 
He was born among the poor, 
he lived under oppression, 
he wept over the city. 
With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.] 
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.] 
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.] 
O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 
O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 
O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 
O God our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of a tree of life 
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 
Grant us such life, 



the life of the Father to the Son, 
the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 
life in you, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service 
each week. All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are 
welcome to commune with us, regardless of denomination, age or church background.  
Children who may be too young to receive communion are invited to receive a blessing from 
the pastor. Grape juice is available in the center of our serving trays for those who prefer it.  
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 
 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond   
Amen. 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS   Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471) 
 
    Blest Be the Tie That Binds (ELW 656) 

 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.   
Amen  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 
of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and 
in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 



BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
SENDING SONG: Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (ELW 886) 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
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