
Worship Plan for Sunday, April 17, 2022
Easter Day

WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning.  We pray that you will leave refreshed by the hearing
of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

Introduction to the day
“This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” God has indeed raised from the
dead the one who was put to death “by hanging him on a tree.” Alleluia! God allows Jesus to appear “to us
who were chosen by God as witnesses” in holy baptism and invites us to eat and drink at the table of the
risen Christ. Alleluia!

GATHERING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
In the name of the Father,
and of the☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and
grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
The service continues with gathering song.

GATHERING SONG Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (ELW 365)



GREETING 



During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of life.
Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people
toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 65:17-25
A reading from Isaiah.
 17For I am about to create new heavens
 and a new earth;
 the former things shall not be remembered
 or come to mind.
 18But be glad and rejoice forever
 in what I am creating;
 for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy,
 and its people as a delight.
 19I will rejoice in Jerusalem,
 and delight in my people;
 no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it,
 or the cry of distress.
 20No more shall there be in it
 an infant that lives but a few days,
 or an old person who does not live out a lifetime;
 for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth,
 and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.
 21They shall build houses and inhabit them;
 they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
 22They shall not build and another inhabit;
 they shall not plant and another eat;
 for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
 and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
 23They shall not labor in vain,
 or bear children for calamity;
 for they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD —
 and their descendants as well.
 24Before they call I will answer,
 while they are yet speaking I will hear.
 25The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,



 the lion shall eat straw like the ox;
 but the serpent — its food shall be dust!
 They shall not hurt or destroy
 on all my holy mountain,
says the LORD.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good;
  God’s mercy endures forever.
 2Let Israel now declare,
  “God’s mercy endures forever.”
 14The LORD is my strength and my song,
  and has become my salvation.
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!
 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”
 17I shall not die, but live,
  and declare the works of the LORD. 
 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely,
  but did not hand me over to death.
 19Open for me the gates of righteousness;
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
 20“This is the gate of the LORD;
  here the righteous may enter.”
 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me
  and you have become my salvation. 
 22The stone that the builders rejected
  has become the chief cornerstone.
 23By the LORD has this been done;
  it is marvelous in our eyes.
 24This is the day that the LORD has made;
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
Paul describes the consequences of the resurrection, including the promise of new life in Christ to a world
that has been in bondage to death. He celebrates the destruction of evil and the establishment of God’s
victorious rule over all.
19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.
  20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 21For since death
came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; 22for as all
die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his
coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the
Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put
all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 24:1-12
The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of his women followers go to the tomb with embalming
spices. After a perplexing encounter with the empty tomb and angelic visitors, the women become the first to
proclaim the amazing news of resurrection.
1On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had
prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the
body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The
women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for
the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in
Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise
again.” 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and
to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with
them who told this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe
them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves;
then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (ELW 367)



NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,



God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.
Alleluia! God, you are resurrection. Bring joy to your church as we spread the good news that Jesus is risen.
Lead us to proclaim this message with persistence and confidence. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Alleluia! God, you are creator. Open our eyes to the first fruits of new life around us: to budding trees,
nourishing rains, warm breezes, and freshly tilled soil. Inspire our gratitude and renew our commitment to
stewardship of the earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Alleluia! God, you are reconciliation. You show no partiality among the nations, but instead call all people
to the way of peace. Bring an end to conflict and division, especially in Ukraine. Renew leaders and
advocates for peace with a commitment to the common good. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Alleluia! God, you are strength. Awaken hope and perseverance in all who need to hear a word of life this
day: those who are hungry, anxious, oppressed, despairing, or sick (especially names, and those we name
now, either aloud or in the silence of our hearts). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Alleluia! God, you are life. We give you thanks for all the newly baptized, who by water and your word are
forever joined to Christ’s death and resurrection. Embolden all who share this baptized life and renew us in
faith and in action. Hear us, O God.



Your mercy is great.

Alleluia! God, you are comfort. Draw near to all who grieve. Refresh us with the promise that you will
destroy death and that with all the saints, we will be made alive forever in Christ. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving help, for the sake
of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
We live by GOD’s Grace, who gives us everything and asks that we give a portion back to him.  It is for the
church and its work in the community and world.  There are many needs, so give to those the Holy Spirit
inspires you to support.

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.



Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you
have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to
respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
 

PREFACE 
The presiding minister continues:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer.
 Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,



thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service each week.
All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are welcome to commune with
us, regardless of denomination, age, or church background.  Children who may be too young to receive
communion are invited to receive a blessing from the pastor.  Grape juice is available in the center of our
serving trays for those who prefer it.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Alleluia. Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

COMMUNION SONG 



COMMUNION HYMN That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright (PUER NOBIS) (ELW 384)
 



COMMUNION HYMN Thine Is the Glory (ELW 376)



COMMUNION HYMN Christ Is Arisen (ELW 372)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to
give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.



Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING
May God who has brought us from death to life
fill you with great joy.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (ELW 392)





DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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