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INTRODUCTION 
With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around 
the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. At the heart of the 
Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus’ commandment to love one another. As Jesus washed the feet 
of his disciples, we are called to follow his example as we humbly care for one another, 
especially the poor and the unloved. At the Lord’s table we remember Jesus’ sacrifice of his 
life, even as we are called to offer ourselves in love for the life of the world. 
 
GATHERING HYMN Great God, Your Love Has Called Us (ELW 358) 
 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our lord’s call to struggle against sin, 
death and the devil — all that keeps us from loving god and each other. This is the struggle to 
which we were called at baptism. Within the community of the church, God never wearies of 
forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against 
God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God 
and with one another. 
All sit and keep silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 



We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 
People may come forward to receive individual absolution with the laying on of hands. During 
this time the congregation will sing Ubi caritas et amor. 

 
HYMN Ubi caritas et amor: Where True Charity and Love Abide (ELW 642) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The minister, laying both hands on each person’s head, addresses each in turn. 
In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins. 
The person may respond Amen. Then the assembly stands. 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all people, and 
in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service. Grant that by the power of your 
Holy Spirit these signs of our life in faith may speak again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and 
refresh our bodies, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-14  
A reading from Exodus. 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a 
lamb for each household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 
neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people 
who eat of it. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the 
sheep or from the goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the 
whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take some of 
the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They 
shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its 
head, legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that 
remains until the morning you shall burn. 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your 
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the 
passover of the LORD. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike 
down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of 
Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the 
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy 
you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the 
LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
 1I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, 
  and listened to my supplication, 
 2for the Lord has given ear to me 



  whenever I called. 
 12How shall I repay the Lord 
  for all the good things God has done for me? 
 13I will lift the cup of salvation 
  and call on the name of the Lord.  
 14I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
  in the presence of all God’s people. 
 15Precious in your sight, O Lord, 
  is the death of your servants. 
 16O Lord, truly I am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 
 17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
  and call upon the name of the Lord. 
 18I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
  in the presence of all God’s people, 
 19in the courts of the Lord‘s house, 
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he 
took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL: Luke 22:14-27 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
14When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. 15He said to 
them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16for I tell you, I will 
not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." 17Then he took a cup, and after giving 
thanks he said, "Take this and divide it among yourselves; 18for I tell you that from now on I 
will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." 19Then he took a loaf of 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is my 
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 20And he did the same with the 
cup after supper, saying, "This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 
21But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. 22For the Son of 
Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!" 23Then 
they began to ask one another which one of them it could be who would do this. 
24A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 
25But he said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over 
them are called benefactors. 26But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must become 
like the youngest, and the leader like one who serves. 27For who is greater, the one who is at 
the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who 
serves. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Lord, Who the Night You Were Betrayed (ELW 463) 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In these holiest of days, we offer prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and our world. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church around the world. Write your new commandment of love on the heart 
of every believer and strengthen pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in humble service for your 
people. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for the good earth you have made. Protect fields, orchards, local farms, and gardens. 
Inspire us with the new life budding around us, that we show more care for plants and all 
living creatures. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for leaders in every land. Kindle compassion and equity in all who are called to 
administer justice. Guide all in positions of power away from the temptations of abuse and 
toward work for the common good. Merciful God, 



receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who are in need, especially those who are incarcerated or unjustly accused. 
Illuminate paths to end oppression and form supportive communities gathered around a 
common commitment to justice and peace. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for this congregation and all who gather to receive your body and blood this night. Fill 
us at this shared table and nourish us well to heed your example of grace. Send us in love to 
those who cannot be with us due to illness (especially names and those we name aloud or in the 
silence of our hearts). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for those who have died in the faith (especially). Teach us by their example and 
comfort us as we mourn. Renew us by the promise of life together with you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We offer to you these petitions and those we carry in our hearts, trusting in your abundant and 
ever-present mercy. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of  the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words. 
The assembly is seated.  
 
MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.   
We live by GOD’s Grace, who gives us everything and asks that we give a portion back to 
him.  It is for the church and its work in the community and world.  There are many needs, so 
give to those the Holy Spirit inspires you to support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING SONG:  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.  
God of glory, receive these gifts and the offering of our lives. As Jesus was lifted up from 
the earth, draw us to your heart in the midst of this world, that all creation may be 
brought from bondage to freedom, from darkness to light, and from death to life; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. 
You gather your people around the tree of the cross, 
transforming death into life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 



be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service each 
week. All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are welcome to 
commune with us, regardless of denomination, age, or church background.  Children who may be too 
young to receive communion are invited to receive a blessing from the pastor. Grape juice is available in 
the center of our serving trays for those who prefer it.  

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words. 
Come to the Lord’s table, for all is now ready. 

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 

 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond   
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
COMMUNION SONG  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS Where Charity and Love Prevail (TWENTY-FOURTH) (ELW 359) 
 
       I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (THIRD MODE MELODY) (ELW 
332) 
 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.  
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of your 
suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so work 
in us that the fruits of your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The congregation is seated. 
 
 
 



STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR  
The service concludes with the stripping of the altar. The sacramental elements and vessels, 
linens, paraments and books are removed from the worship space.  Lights are dimmed as the 
worship space is stripped. All depart in silence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


