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Sunday, February 20, 2022

7th Sunday after Epiphany
Baptism of Xander K Stanford
Holy Communion

WELCOME

We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

INTRODUCTION

Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit guides
us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and divided.
Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of the life-
giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory revealed in Christ.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, whose forgiveness is sure and whose loves endures forever.

Silence for reflection

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you and our brothers and
sisters. We have turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we
expected. We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We have failed
to show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the things



we have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ have mercy
on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may reflect the glory of your Son born among us,
and share your love for all creation.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING SONG: Baptized in Water (ELW 456)

GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE - next page

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love,
where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we
may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.

INSTALLATION OF CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 45:3-11, 15

A reading from Genesis.

“Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?”” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

“Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I
am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. ’And now do not be distressed, or angry
with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. “For the
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvest. 'God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth,
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and to keep alive for you many survivors. “So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.
"Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me
lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. '"You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your
flocks, your herds, and all that you have. "I will provide for you there—since there are five
more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not
come to poverty.’” " And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his
brothers talked with him.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
‘Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
“For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.
“Put your trust in the LorD and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
‘Take delight in the LORD,
who shall give you your heart’s desire.
*Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD,
and see what God will do.
‘The Lorp will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.
'Be still before the LorD and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
‘Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
’For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who hope in the LORrD shall possess the land.
"In a little while the wicked shall be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will not be there.
"'But the lowly shall possess the land;
they will delight in abundance of peace.
“But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD;
you are their stronghold in time of trouble.
“You, O Lorp, will help them and rescue them,;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they seek refuge.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

“But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?”
“Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. *’And as for what you sow, you do



not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. “But
God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.

*So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is
imperishable. “'It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in
power. “It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body,
there is also a spiritual body. “Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living
being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. “But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the
physical, and then the spiritual. *'The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second
man is from heaven. “*As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the
man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man
of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

""What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Luke 6:27-38

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ““But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
“bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. “’If anyone strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even
your shirt. "Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do
not ask for them again. "'Do to others as you would have them do to you.

““If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those
who love them. “'If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners do the same. “If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. “But love your enemies, do
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be
children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. “’Be merciful, just
as your Father is merciful.



"“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; “give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the
measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Loves Me! (ELW 595)

BAPTISM OF XANDER KEITH STANFORD

The Pastor addresses the assembly:

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water
and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body
of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and
obedience to the will of God.

Sponsor presents the candidate

I present Xander Keith Stanford for baptism.

The presiding minister addresses parents who bring for baptism children who are not able

to answer for themselves.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your
child baptized into Christ?

Response: We do.

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:

to live with him among God’s faithful people,

bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,

teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,

place in his hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture him in faith and prayer,

so that your child may learn to trust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: We do.

The presiding minister addresses sponsor.

Sponsor, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are empowered
by God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with
the church?

Response: 1 do.



People of God, do you promise to support Xander and pray for him in his new life in
Christ?
Response: We do.

The assembly stands.

I ask you all then to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of
the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

Response: I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

Response: I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you away from God?

Response: I renounce them.

The assembly joins in the Apostles’ Creed

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by
your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family and through the sea you led your people
Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed
with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the
power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Xander Keith I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your



daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays

Sustain Xander with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in
your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

Xander, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of
Christ forever. Amen.

(Pastor lights and presents a baptismal candle)

Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Amen.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving
thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the
world.

HYMN This Little Light of Mine (ELW 677)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the
church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church to follow the
leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to show mercy just as we
have first received mercy. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless farmers and all who
cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather for planting. Bring forth from buried
seed an abundant harvest, and guard against famine and disease. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace. Protect all whose
lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political prisoners and amplify the voices that
challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue nonviolence. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend broken
relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and deliver all whose
spirits are troubled (especially names, and those we now name aloud or in the silence of our
hearts). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to resolve conflicts
with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes, and show love to those who
are lonely or grieving. God of grace,

hear our prayer.




We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom (especially). As
you have raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in faith by the promise of
resurrection. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to
you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

We live by GOD’s Grace, who gives us everything and asks that we give a portion back to
him. It is for the church and its work in the community and world. There are many needs, so
give to those the Holy Spirit inspires you to support.

OFFERING SONG: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182)

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, creator of the universe. You offer us new beginnings
and guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food
and prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,



and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service
each week. All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are
welcome to commune with us, regardless of denomination, age or church background.
Children who may be too young to receive communion are invited to receive a blessing from
the pastor. Grape juice is available in the center of our serving trays for those who prefer it.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond Amen.

COMMUNION SONG—NEXT PAGE



Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on

0 & \ . N ‘
Y = - + 1 1 T 1 T M| T 1 1 3 n ]
T I T T | 1T 1 1 E 4 1
o T e S o e e = B e P i — |
L] L] 1 11 I
4 = L
us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the world; have
N 4 ) .
= 1 1 I Y | - T 1 T | 1
]
: Ii = I} 1 L1 1 1
J T ——— 1 i i T
mer-cy  on us. Lamb  of God, you take a-way the
N :
[ T 1 I M| I 2 = | 11 E n I
1 1 £ o ] 1 d £ | | 1 I 1
e == =
J ! f -
sin of the world; grant us peace, granl  us  peace.

COMMUNION HYMNS Remember and Rejoice (ST. THOMAS) (ELW 454)

1 Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (ELW 332)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, almighty God, for this gift of life, the body and blood of your Son.
Send us now to proclaim your love to all, strengthened with the healing power of your
grace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded
you. And remember, [ am with you always, to the end of the age.’” Almighty God, Father, +
Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG: Amazing Grace (ELW 779)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is your light.
Thanks be to God.



