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WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

INTRODUCTION

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine.
Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding
described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living
and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the
branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

whose steadfast love endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.



Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the +* Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY CELEBRATION
GATHERING SONG: Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! (ELW 380) - next page

GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

On the first day of the week at early dawn, the women came to the tomb, taking the spices that
they had prepared.

They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they did not find
the body.

While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them.
The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them,
“Why do you look for the living among the dead? Remember how he told you, while he was
still in Galilee,

that the Son of man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third
day rise again.”

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.



Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!
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I Hal-le - lu - jah!  Je - sus lives! He is now the Liv - ing One,
2 Je -sus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and moumn-ful sigh?
3 Je - sus lives! And thus, my soul, life e - ter - nal waits for you;
4 Je-sus lives! Let  all re - joice. Praise him, ran-somed of  the earth.
5 Hal-le - lu - jah!  An-gels, sing! Join with us in hymns of praise.
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joined to Christ, your liv - ing head, where he is, you shall be too;
Praise him in a no - bler song, cher - u-bim of heav’n-ly birth.
Let your cho - rus swell the strain which our fee - bler voic - es raise:
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Glo -ry to our God a - bove and on earth his peace and love!
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O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in
his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40

A reading from Acts.

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home
after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to
him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.

“*An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) “’So he got up and went. Now there
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of
her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship ““and was returning home; seated in
his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. “Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this
chariot and join it.” ""So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked,
“Do you understand what you are reading?” *'He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides
me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. “Now the passage of the scripture that
he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
“In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
“The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about
himself or about someone else?”” “Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture,
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. “As they were going along the road, they
came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from
being baptized?” “He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch,
went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. "When they came up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. “’But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 22:25-31
“From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LorD.
“The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
“’All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LoRD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
“For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
“Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LOrD.
““Their descendants shall serve the Lorbp,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
"'They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LorD has acted!”

SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21

A reading from 1 John.

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we
have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to
be matched by love toward others because the essence of God is love.

‘Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of
God and knows God. “Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. "God’s love
was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live
through him. "’In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. ''Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love
one another. "No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love
is perfected in us.

"By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
“And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world.
“God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. '“So we
have known and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. ''Love has
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because
as he is, so are we in this world. “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. "We
love because he first loved us. “’Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters,
are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God
whom they have not seen. ' The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God
must love their brothers and sisters also.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

Gospel Acclamation
Celtic Alleluia
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Al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - lu - da.

Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin, OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213,
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GOSPEL: John 15:1-8

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have
with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do
nothing.

[Jesus said:] “T am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. "He removes every branch in
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. ‘You
have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. ‘Abide in me as I abide in
you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me. 'T am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. "Whoever does not abide in
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire,
and burned. 'If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. ‘My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY Now the Green Blade Rises (ELW 379)

Now the Green Blade Rises
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I Now the green blade ris - es from the bur-ied  grain,
2 In the grave they laid him, love by ha-tred slain,
3 Forth he came at Eas - ter like the 1is - en grain,
4 When our hearts are  win - try, griev-ing, or in pain,
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love lives a - gain, that with the dead has  been;
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps un seen;
raised  from the dead, my liv - ing Lord is seen;
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
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love is come a - gain like wheat a - ris -ing  green.

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol

Text from Ouxferd Book of Carels, © Oxford University Press 1928, All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prokibited without permission or valid license from copyright administeator.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,



and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence

God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you. Cleanse us by
your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to
your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of creation, may we
seek vital connections among all that depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assurance of your
abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those they are called to serve. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your love: those who
are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all (especially). Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit (especially with Athanasius, Bishop
of Alexandria and those we name before you). With them, may our hearts live forever in your
keeping. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

In you we live and move and have our being. Guide and govern us in this day by your Holy
Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you,

but remember that we are always walking in your sight. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own
righteousness, but in your abundant mercy. Grant us, therefore, so to eat and drink the
body and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in him and he in us,
now and forever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of pow’r and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.



Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With /__name/s and ] your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

The congregation communes.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the
hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to
the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, free you from fear,
and fill you with hope.

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit

bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG: Thine Is the Glory (ELW 376) - next page

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.



Thine Is the Glory
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where thy bod - y lay.

death hath lost  its sting! Thine is the glo - ry, ris - en, con-qu'ring
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Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932;
Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS,

R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939
rge Frideric Handel, 1685-1759




