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WELCOME

We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed by the hearing of
God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

Introduction to the day

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly
through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes
the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread.
From frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and
material sharing such that no one among us is in need.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our



sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG: Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong Bands (ELW 370)

Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands
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1 Christ Je-sus lay in death’s strong bands for our of-fens-es giv - en;
2 Our Sav-ior Je-sus, God’s own Son, here in our stead de-scend-ed;
3 Here the true Pas-chal Lamb we see, whom God so free-ly gave us,
4 So let us keep the fes - ti - wval to which the Lord in - vites us;
5 Then let us feast this Eas - ter day on Christ the bread of heav-en;
0N .
("4 | I 1 - | = I'\.r i } I [I'__i I
”) | 1 1 I L i—d .
but now at God'sright hand he stands and brings us  life from heav-en.
the knot of sin has been un-done, the claim of death is end - ed.
who died on the ac- curs-ed tree— so strong God’s lovel—to  save us.
Christis the ver - y joy of all, the sun that warms and lights us.
the Word of grace has purged a - way the old and e - vil leav-en,
Q I I I K |
: i [ } [ A — f ) P - —
C—f———] 17
! ! I

There-fore let us joy - ful be and sing to God right thank-ful - ly
Christ has crushed the pow’r of hell; now there is naught but death’s gray shell—
See, his blood now marks our door; faith points to it; death pas - ses o’er,
Now his grace to us im-parts e - ter-nal sun-shine to  our hearts;
Christ a - lone, our ho - ly meal, the hun-gry soul will feed and heal;
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loud songs of hal -le - lu -  jah! Hal - le - lu - jah!
its sting is lost for - ev - er Hal - le - lu - jah!
and Sa - tan can- not harm us. Hal - le - lu - jah!
the night of sin s end - ed Hal - le - lu - jah!
faith lives up - on no oth - er! Hal - le - lu - jah!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. composite
Music: CHRIST LAG IN TODESBANDEN, J. Walter, Geistliche Gesanghbiichlein, 1524

Text st 2 & 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



On the first day of the week at early dawn, the women came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had
prepared.

They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they did not find the body.
While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them.

The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them,

“Why do you look for the living among the dead? Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee,
that the Son of man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.”

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us,
enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35

A reading from Acts.

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community shared
what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need.

“Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. ~"With great power the
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. *“There
was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the
proceeds of what was sold. ““They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 133
'How good and how pleasant it is,
when kindred live together in unity!
‘It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
“It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LorRD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1--2:2
A reading from 1 John.
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality has

been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with
Christ and walk in God’s light.

'We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what
we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—"this life was revealed, and we
have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to



us— we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. “We are writing these things so that our joy
may be complete.

“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no
darkness at all. °If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do
not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is 1n the light, we have fellowshlp with one
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 'If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. '’If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word
is not in us.

*'My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we
have an advocate w1th the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; “and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and
not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Gospel Acclamation
Celtic Alleluia
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Al - e - Iu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.

Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin., OCP Publications, Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213,
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing
to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.

"“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.’

Y After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. *'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. * ““When he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 'If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

“'But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. **So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in
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his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

“°A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” *’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” “*Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” “"Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

“"Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. *'But
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY We Walk by Faith (ELW 635)

We Walk by Faith
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1 We walk by faith and not by sight; with
2 We may not touch your hands and side, nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; and
4 For you, O res - ur - rec - ted Lord, are
5 And when our life of faith is done, in
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gra - cious words draw  near, O Christ, who spoke  as
fol - low where you trod; but in  your prom - ise
may our faith a - bound to call on you  when
found in means di - vine: be - neath the wa - ter
realms of clear - er light may we be - hold you
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none e’er spoke: “My peace be with you here.”
we re - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seek where you are found:
and the word, be - neath the bread and wine.,
as you are, with full and end - Iless sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 18101871, alt.

Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com. 8004423358,
All rights reserved. Used by permission,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator,



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to
hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one heart it testifies
to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your creation. Restore
waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. Give your whole creation the
promise of new life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the ways of your
love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in authority and breathe upon
them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your generous Spirit, that we
provide for the needs of others (specific needs may be named). Announce your peace to those who are lonely,
hurting, suffering, or afraid. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community (name). Shine the light of the risen Christ in
our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives and gifts of those who
now live in endless joy (especially). Unite us with them in resurrection hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, free you from fear,
and fill you with hope. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! (ELW 385) - next page

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.



Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!
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1 Good Chris - tian friends, re-joice  and sing! Now is the tri - umph
2 The Lord of life is ris’n this day; death’s might-y stone s
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4 Your name we bless, O ris - en Lord, and sing to-day  with
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of our king! To all the world glad news we bring:
rolled a - way; let all the earth re - joice and say:
can - not die, and sing with hearts up - lift - ed high:
one ac - cord, the life laid down, the life re - stored:
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Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt
Music: GELOBT SEI GOTT, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615

Text © 1952, ren. 1980 Hvis Ancient & Maodern, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188,

All rights reserved. Used by permission,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator,



