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WELCOME

We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed by the hearing of
God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

Introduction to the day

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of his
transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears
the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved.
As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who
created light in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus
has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for others to see.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the [ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow
into the fullness of Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,



word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the [ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG: O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! (ELW 308) - next page

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, O God,
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
Give glory to God, our light and our life.
Oh, come let us worship and sing for joy.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us
by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12

A reading from 2 Kings.

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their
travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting of the
waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses.

‘Now when the LoRrD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their
way from Gilgal. “Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LorRD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said,
“As the Lorbp lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. “The
company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the
LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

“Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LorD
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. "The company of prophets who
were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LorD will take your master
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O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!
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5 Oh, let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned,
our voices gaily blending!

For Christ goes with us all the way—
today, tomorrow, ev'ry day!

His love is never ending!

Sing out! Ring out!

Jubilation!

Exultation!

Tell the story!

Praise to Christ, who reigns in glory!

“Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: WIE SCHON LEUCHTET, Philipp Nicolai
Text & 1978 Latheran Book of Worship, admin. Augshurg Fortress.

6 What joy to know, when life is past,
the Lord we love is first and last,
the end and the beginning!

He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
transport us to that happy place
beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!

Come, Lord Jesus!

Crown of gladness!

We are yearning

for the day of your returning.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright adoinistrator.



away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”

°Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LOrRD
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 'Fifty men of the company of
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. “Then
Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the
other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

"When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” '"He responded, “You have asked a
hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” '' As they
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah
ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. '“Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of
Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in
two pieces.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 50:1-6
'"The mighty one, God the Lorp, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
’Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty,
~ God shines forth in glory.
“Our God will come and will not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm.
‘God calls the heavens and the earth from above
~ to witness the judgment of the people.
““Gather before me my loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
°The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause,
for it is God who is judge.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

A reading from 2 Corinthians.

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord Jesus Christ.
Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine in our lives through
Christian ministry.

“Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. ‘In their case the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God. "For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves
as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. “For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”” who has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9

The holy gospel according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus’ followers
after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son.

“Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and J ames and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by
themselves. And he was transﬁgured before them, “and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on
earth could bleach them. “And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talkmg with Jesus. "Then
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwelhngs one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah. » °He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 'Then a cloud overshadowed
them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” “Suddenly when
the looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until
after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair (ELW 316) - next page

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair
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Text: Sarum, 15th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: DEO GRACIAS, English ballad, 15th cent.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people
in need.

A brief silence.

For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near, and for all who show the
face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep; mountains, clouds and storms,
and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in our stewardship of God’s creation, let us
pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security guards, attorneys and
advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they witness to mercy and justice throughout the
world, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For all who suffer this day (especially), that Christ our healer transform sickness into health, loneliness into
companionship, bereavement into consolation, and suffering into peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones who cannot be with us this
6



day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory is revealed around and among us, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage (especially missionaries
Cyril and Methodius), that their lives of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Grant that the ears which have heard the voice of your songs may be closed to the voice of dispute; that the
eyes which have seen your great love may also behold your blessed hope; that the tongues which have sung
your praise may speak the truth in love; and that the bodies which have received your blessing may be restored
in newness of life.

Hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

God the creator bless you;

Christ the savior strengthen you;

and the Holy Spirit the comforter + grant you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Alleluia, Song of Gladness (ELW 318) - next page

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The light of Christ shines upon you!
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



Alleluia, Song of Gladness
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Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880




