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WELCOME

We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed by the hearing of
God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

Introduction to the day

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the
waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes
Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God'’s
beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God'’s vision of justice
and peace.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the [7 Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts are
burdened by sin — our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow
your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone.
Heal us with your divine mercy. Amen.



God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ.
By His grace you are saved. In His name + your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that you may follow Christ faithfully.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (ELW 310)

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man - i-fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su-preme;
3 Man - i- fest in mak - ing whole weak-ened bod - y, faint-ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres-ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man - i - fest-ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed-ding guest in thy God-head man-i - fest;
man - i - fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
grace to im - i - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branch of roy - al Da - vid’s stem in  thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
man - i - fest in pow’r di- vine, chang-ing wa - ter in - to wine;
man - i - fest in gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at  thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to  thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to  thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
and may praise thee, ev - er blest,
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Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807—1885, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Arise, shine; for your light has come,

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

For darkness shall cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;

but the Lord will arise upon you,

and his glory will appear over you.

Nations shall come to your light,

and Kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Lift up your eyes and look around;

they all gather together, they come to you;

your sons shall come from far away,

and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;

your heart shall thrill and rejoice,

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,

the wealth of the nations shall come to you.

A multitude of camels shall cover you,

the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,

and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace,
and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5

A reading from Genesis.

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was good news
for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for us. God created and
continues to create new life.

'In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. ‘Then God said, “Let
there be light”; and there was light. ‘And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from
the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there
was morning, the first day.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 29
'Ascribe to the LorD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
’Ascribe to the Lorp the glory due God’s name;
worshlp the LoORD in the beauty of holiness.
“The voice of the LorD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;

~ the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.

“The voice of the LorD breaks the cedar trees;

the LorD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

‘the LorD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

'The voice of the LORD

bursts forth in lightning flashes.

“The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;

the LoRrD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

’The voice of the LOorD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lorp all are crying, “Glory!”
The Lorb sits enthroned above the flood;
the LoORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.

"'0 Lorp, give strength to your people;
give them O Lorb, the blessings of peace.

SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7

A reading from Acts.

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of
the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them
and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit.

10

"While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found
some disciples. “He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied,
“No, we have not even heard that there 1 is a Holy Spirit.” "Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?”
They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” “Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” “On hearing this, they were baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus. "When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and
they spoke in tongues and prophesied—altogether there were about twelve of them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION I Bind unto Myself Today (ELW 450) verses 1 & 2



1 Bind unto Myself Today
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4 Christ be with me, Christ with-in  me, Christ be-hind me, Christ be -fore me,
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Christ be-side me, Christ 1o win me,Christ to com -fort and  re-store  me,
Christ in hearts of  all that love me,Christ in mouth of friend and strang-er.
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Lord of my sal - va-tion;sal - va - tion  is of Christthe Lord!

Teat: attr, Patrick. 372466; para. Cecll Framces Alexander, 18158-18635
Music: ST. PATRICK'S BREASTPLATE sts. 13, 5: Irish melody. DEIRDRE, s1. 4: Irich melody



GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11

The holy gospel according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is
himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.

“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
°And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. "Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 'He proclaimed, “The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. ‘I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

’In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. '’And just as he
was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.
""And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY When Jesus Came to Jordan (ELW 305)

When Jesus Came to Jordan
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1 When Je - sus came to Jor - dan to be  bap-tized by  John,
2 He came to share temp - ta - tion, our ut - most woe and loss,
3 Come, Ho - ly Spir - it, aid us to keep the vows we make;
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this ver -y day in - vade wus, and ev-'ry bond-age break.
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to  speak the vi - tal sen - tence with which good news be - gins.
the hid - den years had end - ed, the age of grace be - gan.
to  share the res - ur - rec - tion that leads to Pen-te - cost.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: KING'S LYNN, English folk tune
Text © 1980 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people
in need.

A brief silence.

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim the
forgiveness of sins, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s goodness is revealed
through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for peacemakers amid
strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them mercy, for

the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer (especially), that God shower compassion,
let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking renewal in their daily
work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness inspire us in our
baptismal vocations, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Almighty God, you revealed the incarnation of your Son by the brilliant shining of a star. Shine the light of
your justice in our hearts and over all lands, and accept our lives as the treasure we offer. Into your hands we
commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.



LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

God the creator bless you;

Christ the savior strengthen you;

and the Holy Spirit the comfort + grant you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Beautiful Savior (ELW 838) - next page

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The light of Christ shines upon you!
Thanks be to God.



Beautiful Savior
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Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
Fair is the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
Beau - ti - ful Sav - o, Lord of the na - tions,
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Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677: tr. Joseph A, Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent,

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright  the spar - Kkling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, tru - ly I'd serve thee,
Je - sus s fair - er Je - sus s pur - er,
Je - sus shines bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my  joy, my crown
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels n the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
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