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Thursday, December 24, 2020

Christmas Eve
Service of the Word

WELCOME

We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed by the hearing of
God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

Introduction to the day

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-
promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of
God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and
Jjoyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth
to share the light of Christ with the whole world.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Let us confess our sin with confidence in God’s promise of forgiveness.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have turned from your gifts and chosen our own way. We have not made room for
you in our lives or in our world. We have loved ourselves too much and our neighbors too little.
Forgive us our sins, known and unknown, and open our hearts to receive the peace of Jesus this
Christmas.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was born among us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins. In the name of the Father, and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



O Come, All Ye Faithful

GATHERING SONG: O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283)
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Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1736; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1380, sts. 1, 3—4: tr. unknown, st. 2

Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grown continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth
we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

HYMN Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW 289) - next page



Angels We Have Heard on High
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Text: French carol; tr. H. E Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Musie, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol: amr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958




WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

PSALM: Psalm 96
'Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the earth.
*Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD;
~ proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.
"Declare God’s glory among the nations
and God’s wonders among all peoples.
“For great is the LorD and greatly to be praised,
~ more to be feared than all gods.
°As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O LorD, have made the heavens.
*Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
’Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
®Ascribe to the LorD the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.
"Worship the LORrD in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the LorbD, all the earth.
'"Tell it out among the nations: “The Lorb is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.”
""Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
"Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O Lorp,
_ for you come to judge the earth.
“You will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with your truth.

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14

A reading from Titus.

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the present
we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance.

""The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, “training us to renounce impiety and worldly
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, '“while we wait for the
blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. ' ‘He it is who gave
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are
zealous for good deeds.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Away in a Manger (AWAY IN A MANGER) (ELW 277)



Away in a Manger
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Je -sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry-ing he makes. 1 love you,Lord Je - sus; look
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Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. “This was the
first reglstratlon and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. "All went to their own towns to be
registered. ‘Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. "He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. "While they were there, the time came for her
to deliver her child. 'And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him
1n a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

“In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. “Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.

""But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am brlngmg you good news of great joy for all the
people: ' 'to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. '“This will be a
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sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." '*And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“"Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." '°So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. '"When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; '“and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
"But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. “’The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY The First Noel (ELW 300) - next page

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!”” Let your church throughout the world proclaim this good news,
over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your faithful people in songs of praise and rejoicing.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, and those who tend them. Come near
to us in the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the hush of a world at rest. May our wonder at
your creation rouse our care for all the earth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush the noise of war and
violence in places of unrest (especially). Inspire leaders of nations to seek lasting peace and sustainable
provision for all in their care. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to those facing struggles this
night. Shelter travelers and those without homes. Console those who lie awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal
those who are sick or hurting (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and expectant parents. Comfort those
who long for children, especially those running out of hope or options. Surround families of every shape and
size with your love and care. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you thanks for all the saints who have
proclaimed your glory in word and deed (especially). Let us join them this night in joyful praise around your
eternal throne (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in the
name of Jesus. Amen.



The First Noel
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Text: English traditional
Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional; arr. John Stainer, 1840<1901



LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN Silent Night, Holy Night!: Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! (ELW 281) - next page
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Silent Night, Holy Night!
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
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Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John E. Young, 1820-1885

Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber,

1787-1863



BLESSING

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who ar

salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you this holy nig
forevermore.

Amen.

SENDING SONG Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290)

Go Tell It on the Mountain
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W, Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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