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WELCOME

We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed by the hearing of
God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

INTRODUCTION

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the faithful are
those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first
reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this
day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things yet
to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving
words and deeds.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, in whose image we are made, whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God, we confess that we are not watching and waiting for your coming. We are not faithful in
using your gifts. We forget the least of your little ones, who are our brothers and sisters, and we do not
see your beautiful image in one another. We are crippled by sin that divides your beloved children.
Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbors, open our hands to serve
your creation. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Oh, Worship the King (ELW 842)

Oh, Worship the King
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1 Oh, wor - ship  the King, all - glo - rious a - bove.
2 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,
3 Your boun - ti - ful care what  tongue can re - cite?
4 Frail chil - dren  of dust, and fee - ble as frail,
5 0 mea - sure - less might, in - ef - fa - ble love,
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Oh, grate - ful - ly sing God’s  pow - er and love;
Al - might - y, your pow’r has  found - ed of old;
It breathes in  the air, it shines the light,
in you do we  trust, nor find  you to fail;
while an - gels de - light o hymn  you a - bove,
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our shield and de - fend - er, the An - cient of  Days,
es - tab - lished it  fast by a change-less de - cree,
it streams from the  hills, it de - scends to the plain,
your mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to the end,
the hum - bler c¢re - a - tion, though fee - ble their lays,
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pa - vil - joned in splen - dor, and gird - ed with  praise.
and round it has cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
and sweet-ly dis - tills in  the dew and the rain.
our mak - er de - fend - er re - deem -er, and friend.
with true ad - o - ra - tion shall sing to your praise.
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Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.
Music: HANOVER, William Croft, 1678-1727




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Show us your mercy, O God,

and grant us your salvation.

Give us the joy of your saving help again,
and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit.
Give peace in all the world;

for only in you can we live in safety.
Keep the nations under your care,

and guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;

your saving health among all nations.

Let not the needy be forgotten,

nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and sustain me with your Holy Spirit.
Lord, hear my prayer,

and let my cry come before you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the riches of your
grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

A reading from Ezekiel.

Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the LORD will assume the role of
shepherd in Israel. The LORD will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” who will feed
and care for the people.

"'Thus says the Lord Gop: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. '’As shepherds seek out
their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all
the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. ''T will bring them out
from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed
them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. ‘T will feed
them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in
good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. '’ myself will be the
shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord Gob. '°I will seek the lost, and I will
bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong
I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.

“"Therefore, thus says the Lord Gop to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.
“'Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you
scattered them far and wide, *’I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge



between sheep and sheep.

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be
their shepherd. “*And I, the Lorp, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the
Lorp, have spoken.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 95:1-7a
'Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
“Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
_ and raise a loud shout to the Lorp with psalms.
“For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
“In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
~ the heights of the hills are also yours.
“The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
°Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
"“For the LorD is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

A reading from Ephesians.

In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the dead. The
resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire universe, now and in the age to come.

"I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason '°I do not
cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. ' 'I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, '“so that, with
the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, '"and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for
us who believe, according to the working of his great power. “’God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, *'far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the
age to come. ~~And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the
church, “'which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.

Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is done for the
least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ’ l“Wl}en the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he
will sit on the throne of his glory. *“All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, “and he will put the sheep at his right hand
and the goats at the left. " Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; “for I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, ‘I
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’
“'Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty
and gave you something to drink? **And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked
and gave you clothing? ’And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ “’And the king
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family
you did it to me.” *'Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; ““for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and
you gave me nothing to drink, *'I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” “'Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we
saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” “Then he
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to
me.” “°And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name! (CORONATION) (ELW 634)

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
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1 All  hail the powr of Je - sus’name! Let an - gels pros-trate fall;
2 0O seed of Is - rael’s cho-sen race now ran-somed from the fall,
3 Hail him, you heirs of Da-vid’s line, whom Da - vid Lord did call—
4 Sin - ners, whose love can ne’er for - get the worm-wood and the gall,
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bring forth the roy-al di -a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God in - car-nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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Bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.

The God in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all
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5 Let ev'ry kindred, ev'ry tribe 6 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
on this terrestrial ball we at his feet may fall!
to him all majesty ascribe We'll join the everlasting song
and crown him Lord of all. and crown him Lord of all.

Text: Edward Perronet, 1726-1792, sts. 1-4; J. Rippon, A Selection of Hviins, 1787, sts. 5-6
Music: CORONATION, Oliver Holden, 1765-1844



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social ministries of
the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the needs of all
people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages (especially). Grant opportunities for ending divisions among
us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and prejudice. Restore
our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped away (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who work in
children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Source of all mercy and God of all consolation, strengthen the fearful; deliver those in danger; embrace those
who mourn. Grant healing to your children who suffer in body, mind and spirit, (especially). Hear us O God.
Your mercy is great.

Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the sick. Inspire us by
their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Lord of reconciliation, you have bound this nation together in a common life. In all our conflicts, help us to



confront one another without hatred or bitterness, to listen for your voice amid completing claims, and to work
together with mutual forbearance and respect. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation around
your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and [ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Crown Him with Many Crowns (ELW 855) - next page

DISMISSAL

Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



Crown Him with Many Crowns
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1 Crown him with man - y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne;
2 Crown him the vir - gin's Son, the God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown him the Lord of love be - hold his hands and side,
4 Crown him the Lord of life, who tri - umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown him the Lord of years, the po - ten - tate of  time,
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hark, how the heav'n-ly  an - them drowns all mu - sic but its own.
whose arm those crim-son  tro - phies won which now his brow a - dorn;

but down - ward bend their burn - ing eyes at
who died, e - ter-nal life to bring, and
thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out

mys - ter - ies
lives that death may die.

rich wounds, yet vis -1 - ble a - bove, in beau-ty glo - ri - fied.
and rose vic - to-rious in the strife for those he came to save.
cre - a - tor of the roll-ing spheres, in - ef - fab-ly sub-lime.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
fruit  of  the mys -tic rose, yet of that rose the  stem,
No an - gels in the sky can ful - ly bear that  sight,
His glo - ries now we sing, who  died and rose on high,
All hail, Re-deem-er, hail! For thou hast died for me;
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and hail him as thy match-less king through all e - ter - ni - ty.
the root whencemer-cy ev - er flows,the babe of Beth-le - hem.

so bright.

e - ter - ni - ty.
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Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5: Godfrey Thring, 18231903, st. 4
Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893




