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WELCOME

We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed by the hearing of
God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

INTRODUCTION

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In Jesus’
parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy
God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which
surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the
wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, [ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We acknowledge the
many ways we have failed to live as your disciples. We pass judgment on one another before examining
our own lives. We fail to share our resources with our neighbors in need. We do not trust you to provide



for us. Lift our burdens, gracious Lord, and forgive our sins. Refresh our hearts and turn us again to
new life in you.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the [ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG: Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (ELW 533)

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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I O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,

2 Gra-cious God, 1 come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;

3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;

4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;

5 Speak,O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in-deed;
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heav’'n on

where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a

an - swers prayer.
earth must be.

let my soul, where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp -ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may I un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all T hear may be fruit - ful un - to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
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Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

O Lord, I cry to you for help.
In the morning my prayer comes before you.
Let my mouth be full of your praise
and your glory all the day long.
Every day will I bless you,
and praise your name forever and ever.
Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness,
O God of our salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the seas that are far away.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
You redeem my life from the grave,
and crown me with mercy and steadfast love.
Lord, hear my prayer,
and let my cry come before you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with abundance. Call
us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of
righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9

A reading from Isaiah.

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a wonderful victory
banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a monster swallowing up everyone—will
be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation.

'O Lorp, you are my God;
I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
“For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
“Therefore strong peoples will glorify you,
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
“For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
“the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;



the song of the ruthless was stilled.

°On this mountain the LorD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
’And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
“he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord Gop will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
’It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lorp for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23
'The Lorbp is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
“The Lorp makes me lie down in green pastures
 and leads me beside still waters.
“You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
~ for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LoOrD forever.

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9

A reading from Philippians.

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give
thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and
minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not seem peaceful.

"My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my
beloved.

“Turge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. "Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with
Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. "Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord
is near. “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. 'And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

xFinally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. "Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me,
and the God of peace will be with you.



The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but the invitation is
not to be taken lightly.

'Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ““The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who gave a wedding banquet for his son. "He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding
banquet, but they would not come. ‘Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited:
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready;
come to the wedding banquet.” "But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his
business, “while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. "The king was enraged. He sent
his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. “Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is
ready, but those invited were not worthy. "Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to
the wedding banquet.” '"Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good
and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

""“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding
robe, "“and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless.
“Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” '‘For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life (ELW 816) - next page



Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life
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I Come, my way, my  truth, my life: such a
2 Come, my light, my  feast, my  strength: such a
3 Come, my joy, my love, my heart: such a
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strife; such a  life as kil - eth death.
length; such a strength as makes his  guest.
part; such a heart as joys in love.

Text: George Herbert, 15931632
Music: THE CALL, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Outside USA: Music @ 1911 Stainer and Bell, Ltd.. 23 Gruneisen Road. London N3 1DZ, UK. www.stainer.co.uk.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.

Gracious host, fill your church with a spirit of joyous hospitality. We pray for bishops, teachers, church
leaders, and all children of God as they invite others to your table of boundless grace. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



Gracious host, as creation waits with eager longing for redemption, protect your creatures that are mistreated.
Restore valleys, mountains and pastures, and still and running waters. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious host, as you set a table in the presence of enemies, so bless the efforts of diplomats, international
peace workers, and world leaders who navigate conflict. May they proceed with dialogue and understanding,
so that justice and peace prevails. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious host, let your gentleness be known among those who are weary or ill (especially). Strengthen doctors,
medical care workers, and caretakers who see to their needs. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious host, when we are quick to judge outward appearance, remind us how you clothe all in your mercy.
We pray for ministries that provide needed clothing and other personal care assistance in this community
(local ministries can be named). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious host, as we remember those who have died and are gathered at the heavenly banquet, comfort us with
your presence. Assure us of your peace at all times. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious host, you have given us this good land as our heritage. Help us elect trustworthy leaders, participate
in wise decisions for our common life, and serve our neighbors in local communities. Enlighten and guide the
leaders of our country, that we may be at peace among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth.
Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and [ | give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG We Are Called (ELW 720)

We Are Called
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_9_# ! i T I T . . T I
o
5 | - . = e=
Lord! We are  called to be light for the king-dom, to
fear! We are  called to be hope for the hope-less so
one! God will reign, and we’ll walk with each oth - er as
_O_Q L 1 1 1 | s— | 1 1 i
T L e
. == —=—"—— .
live in the free - dom of the cit-y of God.
ha-tred and blind-ness .. .will be ... no more.
sis -ters and  broth-ers ... u - nit-ed in love.
Refrai
Q 4 = i T . : i T |
i 1 I 1 K  — y f Py i 1 I 1
ot g e
) L \_,a,,__,,ﬂ T
We are called to act with jus-tice, we are called to
_p_é . I ! I T ! T e n n
== et}
' |
love ten - der - ly; we  are called to serve one  an-
[ . 5
A —— . : I ! I Il I I ] i
I 1 I I 1 I = =D 1 I
o —o ¢ ¢ = =
oth-er, to walk hum - bly with God.

Text: David Haas, b. 1957

Music: WE ARE CALLED, David Haas

Text and music © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S, Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www. giamusic.com, 800.442.3358,
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render
to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love
and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Thanks be to God.
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