COMMUNITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH
96 Main St. Enfield NH 03748
(603) 632-5812
http://www.clcenfield.org

Sunday, September 27, 2020
17th Sunday after Pentecost
Online Edition

WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

INTRODUCTION

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the reading
from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul
urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nourished by
the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, [ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the [ | Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG: Great Is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733) - next page

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

O Lord, I cry to you for help.
In the morning my prayer comes before you.
Let my mouth be full of your praise
and your glory all the day long.
Every day will I bless you,
and praise your name forever and ever.
Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness,
O God of our salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the seas that are far away.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
You redeem my life from the grave,
and crown me with mercy and steadfast love.
Lord, hear my prayer,
and let my cry come before you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us
from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

A reading from Ezekiel.

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or who
think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live.

'The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of
Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the chlldren s teeth are set on edge™? "As I live, says the Lord
Gob, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. ‘Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as
well as the life of the child is mine: it i only the person who sins that shall die.

“Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not
your ways that are unfair? “*When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they
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Text: Thomas O, Chisholm, 18661960

Music: FAITHFULN

S5, William M. Runyan, 18701957
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shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. *’Again, when the wicked turn away
from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. “Because they
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they
shall not die. ’Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

““Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord Gop.
Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherw1se iniquity will be your ruin. *'Cast away from you all the
transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will
you die, O house of Israel? *’For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord Gop. Turn, then, and
live.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9
'To you, O Lorbp,
I lift up my soul
"My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
“Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous
‘Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
“Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvatlon in you have I trusted all the day long.
‘Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlastlng
'Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
“You are gracious and uprlght O Lorb;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
"You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

A reading from Philippians.

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the
selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential
perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

'If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and syrnpathy, “make my joy complete: be of the same mind, havmg the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. "Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better
than yourselves “Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. "Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,

"but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,
“he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.



’Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,
"o that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
""and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

“Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now
in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; '*for it is God who is at work in you,
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is
questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

“*When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” **Jesus
said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what
authority I do these things. ~’Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they
argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’
“°But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” *’So they
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing
these things.

“*What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard
today.” “’He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. “'The father went to the second
and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. *'Which of the two did the will of his
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are
going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. “For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did
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not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not
change your minds and believe him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: There's a Wideness in God's Mercy (LORD, REVIVE US) (ELW
588)

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;
There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;

For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - wvil, larg -er mer-cy through the fall.
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There 1s no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav'n.
There is grace ¢ - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;
But  we make this love too nar - row by false lim-its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there is room for fresh «cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-ni - fy its  strict-ness with a  zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.

In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. Where the church is
powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in us.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your creation, O God. Mend
and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new spirits. Where sin
permeates our cultures and institutions (especially), change our minds and teach us to trust your authority.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Our lives are yours, O God. Defend the safety and welfare of your children who are abused or neglected,
hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit,
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us with your
compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community (especially); make us into signs of your
mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You have brought us in safety to this new day. Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into
sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and [ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG How Small Our Span of Life (ELW 636)

How Small Our Span of Life
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1 How small our span of life, O God, our years from birth till death:
2 And yet our speck of life is spanned by your in-fin - i - ty;

3 O Christ,you left e - ter - ni - ty to plunge in time’s swift stream,

4 We thank you, God, for kind-ling faith that lights our tran - sient years,
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il - lu-min-ing our pil-grim-age through mists of doubt and fears;
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a drop with-in the o-cean’s deep, a grain up-on the shore,
While suns and stars spin end-less - ly through depths of cos-mic space,
You filled your cross-closed years with love; you loved us to the end

for  hope that sees a  life be-yond the swift - ly pass-ing days;

a flash of light be - fore we sleep to  see the sun no more.
while ae-ons roll and ag -es pass, you hold us in  your grace.
and touch us with your r1is-en life that ours may time trans-cend.
for love,both hu - man and di- vine, that lifts our hearts to praise.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Ir., b, 1923

Music: KINGSFOLD, English traditional

Text @ 1993 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 5, Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638, www.giamusic.com, 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form p

1 without ission or valid license from copyright administrator,

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



