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WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

INTRODUCTION

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often used in
situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from
their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured
that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your
loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining our own
lives. We place our needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation for ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his
own. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, live now in freedom to do God’s
work in the world. Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven (ELW 864)

Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven
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1 Praise, my soul, the God
2 God be praised for grace and fa - vor to
3 Frail as sum-mer’s flow’r we flour - ish, blows the wind and
4 An - gels sing in ad - o - ra - tion,

of heav - en; joy - ful - ly your trib-ute bring.

our fore-bears in dis-tress.
it is gone;
in God’s pres-ence, face to face.
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Ran-somed, healed, re - stored, for- giv - en,
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ev - er - more God’s prais-es sing.

God be praised, the same for-ev - er, slow to chide and swift to bless.

but, as  mor - tals rise and per-ish, God en-dures un-chang-ing on.

Sun and moon and all cre - a- tion, all who dwell in time and space.
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Al-le - lu-ial Al-le - lu-ia! Prais-es ev-er - last-ing ring!
Al-le - lu-ial Al-le - lu-ial Glo-rious is God’s faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia' Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - lu-ial Al-le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!
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Text: Henry E Lyte, 1793-1847; alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-2005
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 18001880

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

— L4

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,
but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son.

Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set them free.
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You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of your servant David.
Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us,
to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,
holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will
fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11

A reading from Ezekiel.

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to
the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that
repentance will make the attack unnecessary.

’So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you
shall give them warning from me. “If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do
not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I
will require at your hand. "But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

'"Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh
upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” ''Say to them, As I live, says the Lord
Gop, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn
back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 119:33-40

**Teach me, O LoRD, the way of your statutes,

_and I shall keep it to the end.

“*Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;

__I'shall keep it with all my heart.

“’Lead me in the path of your commandments,

_ for that is my desire.

“’Incline my heart to your decrees

__and not to unjust gain.

*'"Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood:;

__give me life in your way.

“*Fulfill your promise to your servant,

_which is for those who fear you.

“*Turn away the reproach that I dread,
because your judgments are good.

““Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14

A reading from Romans.

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make
the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.

*Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. “The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not
covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” '’Love
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

""Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '“the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us
then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; '“let us live honorably as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '‘Instead, put
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go about
restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another.

[Tesus said to the disciples:] '"“If another member of the church sins against you, go and Pomt out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. '°But if you are not
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. ' 'If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector "Truly I tell you,
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
" Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my
Father in heaven. “"For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace (ELW 716)
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the cooperative work of
churches in this community (especially). Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide the work of the Lutheran
World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our care. Renew and
enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and cooperation,
teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, judges, and police toward
laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those yearning for
forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all who are vulnerable in
body, mind, or spirit (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure fair treatment for
all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip us with your
protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are beginning a new school year, that students, teachers, professors and administrators
will be blessed in their academic endeavors. Support those who teach and those who learn that all may grow in
what is good and honest and true. Keep them healthy, hopeful and committed to the work to which you have
called them. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace | ' bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836) - next page

DISMISSAL

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all
people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit..

Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo -ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun

stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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Text: Hen‘? van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.




