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WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

INTRODUCTION

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn.
Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of
reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this
world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ.
From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from
generation to generation. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our



sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins. Almighty God strengthen you with the power of his Holy Spirit to

transform the words of your repentance into lives of faithful service.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG: O Jesus, I Have Promised (ELW 810)

O Jesus, I Have Promised
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1 O Je - sus, have prom-ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in  ac - cents clear and still
4 O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas-ter and my friend.
I see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, I have prom-ised to  serve you to the end;
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nor wan -der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shicld my soul from sin.

now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul.
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.
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Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermelrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
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2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
Ded. |
D A ITHAE ) ™ 1 3 —— 7]
i ? I Y  E— T T T
© . L & 7 —" L —L
J —_ - e E r
u - n - oty of all for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - fer and the word; that you

I 1t ] ] 7 " - r 1 I I " 3
#ﬂ:gj b I I 1 I P - — Ko ¢
P — - P vy —o & A —3
¥4 — e
)

this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,

we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls ... with your bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6

A reading from Isaiah.
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort to
Zion. God'’s deliverance will come soon and will never end.

'Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
’Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
~ but I blessed him and made him many.
“For the LorD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

“Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
~and my justice for a light to the peoples.
“I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
°Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 138

'T will give thanks to you, O Lorp, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.
“I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast love and
faithfulness;
_ for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
“"When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
“All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
~ when they have heard the words of your mouth.
“They will sing of the ways of the LOrD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.



°The LoRb is high, yet cares for the lowly,

perceiving the haughty from afar.
"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
“You will make good your purpose for me;

O LoRrbp, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8

A reading from Romans.

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and
viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work.

God'’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build
up the body of Christ.

'T appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. ‘Do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good
and acceptable and perfect.

“For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
“For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, “so we, who are
many, are one body in Christ, and 1nd1V1dua11y we are members one of another. “We have gifts that differ
accordlng to the grace glven to us: prophecy, n proportlon to faith; mlnlstry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; “the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living
God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.

"Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that
the Son of Man is?” '*And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.” '"He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” '°Simon Peter answered, “You are
the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” '"And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah!
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. '*And I tell you, you are Peter, and
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. ''I will give you the keys
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.” “*Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Built on a Rock (ELW 652)- next page

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Built on a Rock
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1 Built on a rock the churchshall stand, e - ven when stee-ples are
2 Sure - ly, in  tem - ples made with hands God the Most High is not
3 Christ builds a house of liv - ing stones: we are his own hab - i -
4 Yet in  this house, an earth - ly frame, Je-sus the chil-dren is
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fall. - ing; crum-bled have spires in ev - 'ry land, bells still are
dwell - ing— high in the heav'ns his tem - ple stands, all earth-ly
ta - tion; he fills our hearts, his hum - ble thrones, grant-ing us
bless - ing; hith - er we come to praise his name, faith in our
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chim-ing and call - ing— call -ing the young and old to rest, call-ing the
tem-ples ex - cel - ling. Yet God who dwellsin heav’'n a - bove deigns to a -
life and sal - va - tion. Where two or three will seek his face, he in their
Sav -ior con-fess - ing. Je -sus to wus his Spir - it sent, mak-ing with
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souls of those dis-tressed, long-ing for life ev -er - last - ing.
bide with us in love, mak -ing our bod-ies his tem - ple.
midst will show his grace, bless-ings up - on them be - stow - ing.
us his cov - ¢ - nant,  grant-ing his chil-dren the king - dom.
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5 Through all the passing years, O Lord,
grant that, when church bells are ringing,
many may come to hear your Word,
who here this promise is bringing:

“I know my own, my own know me;
you, not the world, my face shall see;
my peace [ leave with you. Amen.”

Text: Nikolai E S. Grundivig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt.
Music: KIRKEN DEN ER ET GAMMELT HUS, LudvlgM Lindeman, IRi’T 1887
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin, Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.

A brief silence.

Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the living God. Prepare
your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at home and throughout the world. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join our songs to theirs,
that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this wondrous home you give us. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators and magistrates,
mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in need with mercy and fulfill your
loving purposes in the governance of peoples. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose for us. According
to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are bereaved, in trouble or adversity, or sick
and in need of care (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You call us into this community (name), in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we recognize in
ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building up of the church for the sake
of the world. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to joy and gladness. In
blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved dead (especially). Bring us with them to
our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

May God who brings us from death to life fill you with joy and peace. Almighty God, Father, + Son and Holy
Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING SONG Shall We Gather at the River (ELW 423)

Shall We Gather at the River
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1 Shall we gath -er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar - ginof the riv-er, wash-ing up its sil-ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-'ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we'll reach the shin-ing riv -er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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we  will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.
soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-0 - dy of peace.
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of  God.
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Text: Robert Lowry, 18261899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry

DISMISSAL

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render
to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love
and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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