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WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

INTRODUCTION

In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink without cost. Jesus
feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we remember all who
are hungry or poor in our world today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away
as bread for the hungry.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from
generation to generation. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance. We deny your presence in our lives. We fail to believe
that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our benefit. We fear difference, claim
privilege, and do not love others as you have loved us. For too long we have accepted the hatred,
injustice and violence inflicted on our neighbors. We fail to live in the hope you offer of new life for
ourselves and for our suffering communities. We sin in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone. Forgive us, renew us and lead us, so that we may walk in your ways of
justice and reconciliation for all people. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ.
By grace you have been saved. In the name of [ | Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG: Oh, Worship the King (ELW 842)

Oh, Worship the King
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1 Oh, wor - ship  the King, all - glo - rious a - bove

2 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,

3 Your boun - ti - ful care what  tongue can re - cite?

4 Frail chil - dren of dust, and fee - ble as frail,

5 0 mea - sure - less  might, in - ef - fa - ble love,
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Oh, grate - ful - ly sing God’s pow - er and love;
Al - might - y, your pow’r has  found - ed of old;
It breathes in  the air, it shines in the light,
in you do we  trust, nor find you to fail;
while an - gels de - light to hymn you a - bove,
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our shield and de - fend - er, the An - cient of  Days,
es - tab - lished it  fast by a change-less de - cree,
it streams from the hills, it de - scends to the plain,
your mer - cies, how ten - der, how  firm to the end,
the hum - bler cre - a - tion, though fee - ble their lays,
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pa - vil - ioned in splen - dor, and gird - ed with  praise.
and round it  has cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
and sweet-ly dis - tills in  the dew and the rain.
our mak - er, de - fend - er, re - deem -er, and friend.
with true ad - o - ra - tion shall sing to your praise.
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Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.
Music: HANOVER, William Croft, 1678-1727




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with abundance.
Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving
world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-5

A reading from Isaiah.

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make an
everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a
witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.

'Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
) without money and without price.
“Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
~ and delight yourselves in rich food.
“Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
“See, I made him a witness to the peoples,



a leader and commander for the peoples.
“See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
“The LoRp is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
"LORD, you are good to all,
and your compassion is over all your works.
“"The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.
“The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD,
and you give them their food in due season.
'“You open wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
""You are rlghteous in all your ways
and loving in all your works.
"“You are near to all who call upon you,
to all who call upon you faithfully.
“You fulfill the desire of those who fear you;
you hear their cry and save them.
You watch over all those who love you,
but all the wicked you shall destroy
*'My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD;
let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.
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SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5

A reading from Romans.

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving plan.
He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s
covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.

'T am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—'1
have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 'For I could wish that I myself were accursed and
cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. ‘They are
Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship,
and the promlses, “to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the
Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will not
allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.

""Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in a boat to a
deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. '“When he
went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. '"When it was
evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the
crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” '“Jesus said to them, “They
need not go away; you give them something to eat.” ''They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and
two fish.” '*And he said, “Bring them here to me.” '"Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. “’And all ate and were filled; and they took up
what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. °' And those who ate were about five thousand
men, besides women and children.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843)

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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I Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a  lib - er - at-ing light;
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil -dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;
3 Praise the one true love in - car- nate: Christ, who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-"ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.
praise the One who drove out de - mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.
Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by grace.

e e eI ===

e — — —

o
= ¢
|
.
Ny m———w | — P— i e — I P—— |
o E l _r T
Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - 'ry dread dis -ease,

Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;
Let wus sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm - ing storms and feed-ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.
from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev - 'ry land.
Praise the one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b, 1955
Music: NETTLETON, 1. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, PartI1, 1813
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.

A brief silence.

You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May your church trust that what
you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly sufficient. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Y our bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this abundance for the well-being of
all. Reverse the damage we have caused your creation (local needs may be named). Replenish ground water
supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect forests from wildfires. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to abundant life. Bring the
prophetic vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you and that nations who do not know you will find
their joy in you. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of tender hearts who cry to
you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring wholeness and healing to those who suffer in body,
heart, soul, and mind (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation (name) such a welcoming heart, that our
words and actions may extend your free and abundant hospitality to all whom we encounter. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints to the heavenly
banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have known (especially). Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love is steadfast and your strength never fails.
In this time of danger and trouble, be to us a sure guardian and rock of defense. Guide the leaders of our nation
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with your wisdom, comfort those in distress, and grant us courage and hope to face the future. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and [ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Give to Our God Immortal Praise! (ELW 848) - next page

DISMISSAL
Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love. Go in peace.
Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



Give to Our God Immortal Praise!
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1 Give to our God im - mor - ftal praise! Mer - cy and
2 He sent his Son with pow'r to save from guilt and
3 Give to the Lord  of lords re - nown; the King of
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truth are all his ways. Won - ders of grace to
dark - ness and the grave. Won - ders of grace to
kings with glo ry crown. His mer-cies ev - er
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God be - long; re - peat his mer - cies in  your song.
God be - long; re - peat his mer - cies in  your song.
shall en - dure when lords and kings are known no more!
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Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748

Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793




