COMMUNITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH
96 Main St. Enfield NH 03748
(603) 632-5812
http://www.clcenfield.org

Sunday, July 19, 2020
7th Sunday after Pentecost
Online Edition

WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

INTRODUCTION

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus
suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set
free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the
promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our



sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the [ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG: When Morning Gilds the Skies (LAUDES DOMINI) (ELW 853)

When Morning Gilds the Skies
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I When morn-ing gilds the skies, my heart a - wak -ing cries:

2 When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this is my song of  songs:

3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’'n is  known

4 Let all of hu - man - kind in this their con-cord find:

5 Sing, sun and stars of  space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows  fall,

may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of  prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee -ter - nal Word

may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion o’er,
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this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be praised!”
the_e-ter - nal psalm is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy-ous with the sound: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus  Christ be praised!
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Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out yourgrace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit

nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8

A reading from Isaiah.

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God,
through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.

°Thus says the LorD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
~ Let them tell us what is yet to be.
‘Do not fear, or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17
""Teach me your way, O Lorp, and I will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
"I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
_and glorify your name forevermore.
“For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the pit of death.
"“"The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life;
~they have not set you before their eyes.
“But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid.
"Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame;
because you, LOrD, have helped me and comforted me.
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SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25

A reading from Romans.

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s
children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation
from bondage to death and decay.

“So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—"“for if you live
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
"“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. '"For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to
fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” '“it is that very
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, ""and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

"I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be
revealed to us. ''For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; “’for the
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope *'that
the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God. ““We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; “’and not only
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. *‘For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what is seen? “"But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all
evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

“"[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who
sowed good seed in his field; "but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and then went away. ““So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well.
*’And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?
Where, then, did these weeds come from?” “*He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him,
“Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ “’But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would
uproot the wheat along with them. *"Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my
barn.””

“*Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us
the parable of the weeds of the field.” “"He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;
““the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the
evil one, “’and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are
angels. "'Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. "' The Son
of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, “and
they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. “'Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: For the Fruit of All Creation (AR HYD Y NOS) (ELW 679)

For the Fruit of All Creation

0
A —  —— I . K
L 1) 1 o= 1 11
gJLi‘ . > . ¢ O
— ._ —_— [e—
o
rr = . FoEr rr
I For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will is  done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to God.
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For these gifts to ev - ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will is  done.
For the good we all in -her - it, thanks be to  God.
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For the plow -ing, sow-ing, reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-toundus, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to God.

in  the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks to God.
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 19032000

Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 18721958

Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Ouside USA: Arr. from The English Hwnnal, © Oxford University Press 1906,

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator,



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.

A brief silence.

God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. Help your church
throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and gentleness, that our witness may be
faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of new birth. Renew the
earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom from the bondage of decay. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the fabric of the human family,
now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways (regions and nations in conflict may be named). Guide us by
your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. Open our hearts to your
children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all who suffer in any way
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new opportunities. We pray for
the safety of those who travel. We pray for those who cannot take the rest they need. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. We remember with
thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us (especially). Gather us with them on the
day of salvation. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.



LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think,
to him be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look
upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG We Plow the Fields and Scatter (ELW 681) - next page

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.



‘We Plow the Fields and Scatter

1 We plow the fields and scat - ter the
2 You on - ly are the mak - er of
3 We thank you, our cre - a - tor, for

good seed on  the
all things near and
all things bright and
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but it is fed and wa - tered by God's al - might-y hand,
You paint the way-side flow - er, you light the eve - ning star
the seed-time and the har - west, our  life, our health, our food.
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who sends the snmow in  win - ter, the warmth to swell the grain,
The winds and waves o - bey you, by you the birds are fed;
No gifts have we to of - fer for all your love im - parts,
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the breez-es and the sun - shine, and soft re-fresh-ing rain.
much more to us, your chil - dren, you give our dai - ly bread.
but  what you most would trea - sure—our hum - ble, thank-ful hearts.
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sent

from heav'n a - bove.

thank you,
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rd, we thank you, Lord, for all

your love.
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Text: Matthias Claudius, 1740-1815; tr. Jane M. Campbell, 18171878, ali
Music: WIR PFLUGEN, Johann A. P. Schulz, 1747-1800
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