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WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

INTRODUCTION

The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the power of sin and
death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little ones
serves Christ himself.- From worship we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world
and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry; we humbly repent. In your compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those
who have been brought from death to life. In the name of + Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you that your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with the power of his Holy Spirit to transform the words of your



repentance into lives of faithful service. Amen.

GATHERING SONG: My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW 759)

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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I My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va -y,

2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint - ing heart,

3 While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs a - round me spread,

4 When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
it ===

7 ° s e - e
| | | T % | | 4

0 4 | :
b T T : ! 4 q|_\ :
| et [ 8] [ [#. [,

@J g iy 2 —2
Sav - ior di - vine! Now hear me while 1 pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as  thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe sor-row’s
shall o’'er me roll; blest Sav -ior, then, in love fear and dis -
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a  liv - ing fire!
tears a - way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - so-ll'ned soul!
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,

we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls ... withyour bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the world. Mold us

into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.



FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9

A reading from Jeremiah.

Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations should submit to the
king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the word of Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that Hananiah'’s
rosy prediction should not be believed until it came true. God confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced
the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17).

“The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people who
were standing in the house of the Lorp; “and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LorD do so; may the
Lorbp fulfill the words that you have propheswd and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the
house of the LorD, and all the exiles. ‘But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the
hearing of all the people “The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine,
and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. ’As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when
the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LorD has truly sent the prophet.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
"Your love, O Lorb, forever will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
“For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
*“T have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:
““I will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.
""Happy are the people who know the | festal shout!
They walk, O Lorbp, in the light of your presence.
They rejoice daily in your name;
they are jubilant in your righteousness.
""For you are the glory of their strength,
and by your favor our might is exalted.
"“Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD;
our king to the Holy One of Israel.
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SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23

A reading from Romans.

Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff is death.
We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace, whose end is the free
gift of eternal life.

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. ''No longer present
your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. ' ‘For sin will
have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

"“"What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! '°Do you not
know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey,
either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? ' 'But thanks be to God that
you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to Wthh you
were entrusted, '“and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. ''T am
speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as
slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness
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for sanctification.

““When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. *'So what advantage did you then
get from the thlngs of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. ““But now that you have
been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. "For
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships they will face.
He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] "*“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the
one who sent me. *'Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and
whoever Welcomes a rlghteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the
righteous; ““and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—
truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779)

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harnonv, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921, alt.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.
A brief silence.

God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our siblings in Christ. Bless our conversations. Shape
our shared future and give us hearts eager to join in a festal shout of praise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to provide all that we need. Inspire us to care for
our environment and be attuned to where the earth is crying out. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire authorities, judges, and politicians to act with
compassion. Teach us to overcome fear with hope, meet hate with love, and welcome one another as we would
welcome you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those who are sick, lonely, or abandoned
(especially). Strengthen those who are in prison or awaiting trial. Renew the spirits of all who call upon you.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give us passion to embrace your mission and the
vision to recognize where you are leading us. Teach us how to live more faithfully with each other. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died (especially Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyon). Keep us
steadfast in our faith and renew our trust in your promise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Holy Three in One, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own divine life.
Make us who came from many nations with many languages, who embody different races and creeds, a united
people that delights in our many different gifts. Defend our liberties, and give those whom we have entrusted
with authority the spirit of wisdom, that there might be justice and peace in our land. Hear us, O God,



Your mercy is great.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and [ give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG This Is My Father's World (ELW 824) - next page

DISMISSAL

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render
to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love
and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Thanks be to God.
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This Is My Father’s World
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won-ders wrought.
rus - tling grass | hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord is king, let heav -en ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901
Music: TERRA PATRIS, Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930, adapt.
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