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Sunday, February 2, 2020
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Communion

WELCOME
We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

INTRODUCTION

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus
the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light.
We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are
oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font,
and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught’ in the
net of God’s grace and mercy.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We seek our own way. We
divide the body of Christ. In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. Let the words of our
mouths, the thoughts of our hearts, and everything we do be filled with faith, hope, and
love. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
in Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, I declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG: Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies (ELW 553)

GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE (NEXT PAGE)
CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the feast (ELW p.187)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray.

A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure
in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that
in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
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FIRST READING: Micah 6:1-8
A reading from Micah.
'Hear what the LORD says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
“Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;
for the LORD has a controversy with his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
““O my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
‘For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from the house of slavery;
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
°O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”
*““With what shall I come before the LoRrD,
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
'Will the LorD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of o1l?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
“He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 15

'LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?

“Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;

‘they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

‘In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.



"They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
"“The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. ""For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

“"Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? *'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did
not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to
save those who believe. “’For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, “‘but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, “‘but to those who are
the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. “For God’s
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

“*Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. “'But God chose what is
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the
strong; “*God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to
nothing things that are, “’so that no one might boast in the presence of God. "He is the source
of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, *'in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in
the Lord.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God.

'When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. “Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

““Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

*“‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

“‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

""“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

"“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for
in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Blest Are They (ELW 728)

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting that God hears us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.

A brief silence

God of liberation, you set your people free to serve others. Embolden your church, that we
seek justice for the oppressed, share generously your lovingkindness, and live humbly
together. Unite us as one people under the foolishness of the cross. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the universe, your care is evident everywhere—from the foundations of the earth to the
summit of the tallest mountains. Reconcile all of creation to itself and repair the environmental
destruction caused by human carelessness and greed. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, you desire peace and justice among all people. Deliver us from systems of
fear that seek to divide us. Guide our local and national leaders (especially). May their
decisions empower and serve the needs of the poor and the disenfranchised. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of the oppressed, you raise up the lowly and comfort those in despair. We lift up to you all
who are victims of exploitation, discrimination, and greed. We pray for those who are
suffering in any way this day (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of love, you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to earth in the form of a baby, whose
presentation in the temple we celebrate today. Fill our own house of worship with your
presence, that all who enter may encounter Christ. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, we give you thanks for all those who have died in the faith (especially). Thank you
for the examples of our ancestors and the saints who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Confident that you are able to accomplish more than we even dare to ask, we bring these
prayers before you, believing in your saving grace revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

We live by GOD’s Grace, who gives us everything and asks that we give a portion back to
him. It is for the church and its work in the community and world. There are many needs, so
give to those the Holy Spirit inspires you to support.



OFFERING SONG: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 182)

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
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and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service
each week. All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are
welcome to commune with us, regardless of denomination, age or church background.
Children who may be too young to receive communion are invited to receive a blessing from
the pastor. Grape juice is available in the center of our serving trays for those who prefer it.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you. and each person may respond Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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COMMUNION HYMNS Let Justice Flow like Streams (ELW 717)

For the Bread Which You Have Broken (ELW 494)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Grant that we who have received the sacrament of his body and blood may abide
in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and
forever.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING SONG: We Are Called (ELW 720)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace! Let your light shine!
Thanks be to God.
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