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Sunday, December 1, 2019
First Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Remember the promises of God!
SONG O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257) Verse 1

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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We light this candle in hope. Light the first candle.



Let us pray,
Faithful God,
out of death you bring life.
Renew us in hope,
that we may be alert
to the signs of Christ’s advent among us.
God of promise, God of hope,
come into our darkness with your light.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257) Verse 2

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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WELCOME

We welcome you to our worship service this morning. We pray that you will leave refreshed
by the hearing of God’s Word and the fellowship of this community.

INTRODUCTION

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings
both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of
the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy
mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the
promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day
as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the deliverer who sets us free. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God and one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation,

we open our hearts to you, O God. Search us and know us. Reveal all that we keep inside.
To you, O God, we confess our sins, known and unknown. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us in your ways of justice and peace. Make us reflections of the radiant love of your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, God
forgives your sins and renews you through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG: Savior of the Nations, Come (ELW 263)

GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE (pages 156-157)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.



FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5

A reading from Isaiah.

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes
a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping
community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”

'The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
’In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
‘Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LorD from Jerusalem.
‘He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
°0 house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORrD!
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 122
'I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LorD.”
‘Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
“Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
‘to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lorbp,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lorp.
“For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
‘Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.



'Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.

‘For the sake of my kindred and companions,
I pray for your prosperity.

‘Because of the house of the LorD our God,
I will seek to do you good.”

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14

A reading from Romans.

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of
Christ’s coming in the future.

""Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '“the night is far gone, the
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; "let us
live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. “Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep
change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware,
and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] “*““About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. "'For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. “For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, “and they knew nothing
until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man.



“"Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. ' Two women will be
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. “Keep awake therefore, for you
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. “But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and
would not have let his house be broken into. “Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying (ELW 436)

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, the church cries to you. Strengthen the
church in the land of Jesus’ birth. Wherever Christians gather, empower them to proclaim love
and defy the powers of sin and evil. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, your creation cries to you. Sustain the
balance of all living things. Protect the earth from drought, bitter cold, eroding coastlines, and
fires and floods, that the earth may flourish. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, the nations cry to you. Bring justice to
the marginalized, courage to peacemakers, wisdom to leaders, and hope to generations who
have only known conflict, oppression, or poverty. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, your people cry to you. Comfort those
separated from loved ones by distance, estrangement, or loss. Help us as we care for others and
rely on others’ care. (We pray especially for . . .). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, this congregation (or place of ministry)
cries to you. Guide our worship, service, and outreach, that our hearts and hands may be
opened in generosity toward others. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, we remember those whose days on earth
have ended, who live now in your eternal love (especially). Remind us of their faithful witness,
that their example might inspire our daily living. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in each day and
hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

CHOIR Once in Royal David's City (ELW 269)

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

We live by GOD’s Grace, who gives us everything and asks that we give a portion back to
him. It is for the church and its work in the community and world. There are many needs, so
give to those the Holy Spirit inspires you to support.

OFFERING SONG: Create in Me a Clean Heart (ELW 188)

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Giver of every good thing, we set before you the gifts that you have already given to
sustain our lives and to share with others. Help us to be good stewards of the earth and
all that is in it, and let our lives witness to the abundant grace you prepare for all who
come to your table. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
The presiding minister continues:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.

Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.

Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,

Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,

Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.



LORD'S PRAYER

S — ~— —
Our Fa-ther in heav - en, hal - lowed be your name,

o — — —

your king-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heav - en.
0
¥

W_,_-_,_e_afm

Giveus to-day our dai - ly bread. For - give us our sins as we

I
- T
by
¥ - - - [ ] - -

N L L
. 3 R

for-give those who sin a-gainst us. Saveus fromthe time of tri - al

e . o = ® & * —

and de -liv-er us from e - vil For the king-dom, the pow’,

| |
- + +
b
Ll Fat Fat
o -»_./ !“"""‘““l"”””‘”””””p 7 [ ) ~
- - " - -

and the glo-ry are yours, now and for-ev - er A - men.

Our congregation participates in and partakes of the Lord's Supper during our worship service
each week. All who have been baptized and profess a faith in Jesus Christ as risen Lord are
welcome to commune with us, regardless of denomination, age or church

background. Children who may be too young to receive communion are invited to receive a
blessing from the pastor. Grape juice is available in the center of our serving trays for those
who prefer it.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table for all is now ready.
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion.



COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen.

COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God

0 | . o~
7 — ! —
Grreare e oow" oo ew
J — T
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
0 |
[ 3 T
L b | =Y -y |
Ll + I - -y -y | -y
T oW g ] - ] -
o —— — - - - —
world; have mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you
0 | e —
| K — —
|:@)—b—b—o—’—o—o—l Lo — —
J ~ “___/!.
take a - way the sin of the world; have mer - cy
[ Q |I —

on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the

0 |
C—— - i
7 o e ¢ /) = = i
J " ‘ Ao p = —
sin  of the world; grant us peace. A - men.

COMMUNION HYMNS  Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290)
Away in a Manger (AWAY IN A MANGER) (ELW 277)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
Amen

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God of mercy, we give you thanks for this holy meal. May the taste of your love remain
with us as we go forth to proclaim the Good News, even as we await the coming of Christ
our Savior.

Amen



ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (ELW 244)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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